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A Summary of Research on the History of World Chinese Language Instruction
Wau Lijun

Beijing Foreign Studies University

Abstract

Research on the history of world Chinese language instruction is a new topic in the field of international
Chinese education. It has been explored profitably by a quite number of foreign sinologists and scholars.
Although it got off to a late start in China, it has received increasing attention in the past years, when
many Chinese scholars applied themselves to the study of it from various perspectives. Now some
achievements have been made in the study of the history of Westerners’ Chinese instruction in the early
period and the collation of early documents. The paper intends to summarize the past research from three
aspects: (1) research on the history of Westerners’ Chinese instruction in the early period, (2) research on
the history of Chinese instruction in various countries, (3) research on early Chinese documents and
textbooks in various countries. These researches dealt with different aspects of the topic, but not without

limitations, and the paper tries to give some suggestions for the future research.
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